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April 2011 ï2nd  Quarter 

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION (AGBU)  

editorial  

Your Feedback Box 

Nor Tsayn is eager to hear your feedback on the contents of our articles so far and should you have any 
suggestions for inclusion in the quarterly newsletter, please do not hesitate to pass on your ideas to:  
agbumelb@optusnet.com.au  or by post to: PO Box 775,Glen Waverley Vic 3150 

You know how things your parents have told you suddenly pop in your head?  Itôs the strangest thing.  
When Iôm faced with making a point, out comes a saying that Mum, Dad or my grandparents used.  At the 
time, Iôm sure I thought, ñHere comes another oneò but lo and behold, I do it all the time. Itôs actually 
amazing how a few simple ócatchyô words can make your point come across.  Now it appears itôs my turn 
to use these at the appropriate time and no doubt, those who mock me will find themselves making use 

of them too. 

We all swear black and blue that when our turn comes weôre going to be different.  Well guess what? 
Weôre not!  We follow in the same footsteps albeit in a different size or stride.  We strive to be different, 
but unless we had some awful past, which begs to be forgotten, we automatically revert to what we know, 
weôve grown up with, and weôve learnt from and heard over and over again.  Itôs quite natural.  Somehow, 
in our suppressed thoughts, they pop up.  They just do.  How often have you heard young people say 
that when they have kids theyôll never be as strict as their parents were?  I bet you they still discipline, 
they still insist they eat their vegetables, wash their hands after theyôve been to the toilet, go to bed on 
time, not swear, say please and thank you, do their homework, encourage them to have nicer friends and 

so it goes on.  

I was one of the guilty many.  I said óneverô and yet I inflicted it on my daughter and she in turn said 

óneverô and now I see her inflicting it on her son.  Unbelievable, isnôt it. 

For example here are some I quote repeatedly (much to the dismay of my family): 

¶ To encourage sitting down at a meal together:  òA family that eats together stays togetheró. 

¶ To demonstrate doing something now rather than when it becomes a problem: ñA stitch in time, 

saves nineó 

¶ To encourage tidiness:  òA place for everything and everything in itõs placeó 

¶ To discourage procrastination:  ñNever leave for tomorrow what you can do todayó (probably my 

favourite). 

¶ To suggest minding your own business:  òLive and let liveó 

These are but a few of what Iôve heard again and again and I find myself coining them, again and again.  

What are some of the ones you find yourself using?  Iôd love for you to share it with us. 

mailto:agbumelb@optusnet.com.au
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Wedding 
 
Chris & Dimitra Jalilian  

Our heartfelt good wishes to the young 

couple and their respective families. 

 

 

Get Well Soon 

 

¶ Sylvia Parseghian ï following recent surgery. 

¶ Vartkes Tchakerian ï following a recent procedure 

¶ Berdjouhi Mansourian ï following recent surgery 

¶ Berdj Tchakerian ï following 2 recent back surgeries 

We wish all our members a speedy and full 

recovery 
 

RIP 
Vicken Derboghossian  

Our sincerest sympathies are extended 

to Seta & Vahe Sarian & their family 

 

We should be proud of 
our future generations  

Click on the following link to view this 

remarkable young Armenian singing òKishereó!  

http://www.stmarytoronto.com/html/

eng_child_singer.htm 

Due to Berj Tchakerianôs back surgeries, this report will be postponed until further notice.. 

AGBU Basketball 

Youth Vibes  

Our apologies.  This issue will not feature our regular contribution from Antranik.  He is currently on 
vacation and is sorry to disappoint our readers.  Watch this section for the next issue! 

AGBU SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  

Applications for the 2011-2012  

academic year are now open.   

Submissions are to reach AGBU Central 
Board (United States) by May 31.  

Consequently all Melbourne-based applicants 
are requested to submit their applications by 

21 May, 2011. 

If you are interested in applying or have any 
queries regarding eligibility and/or criteria 

please call  

MARAL TCHORBADJIAN on  

9842 1200 (BH) or 0408 375 845 (AH) 

This is fascinating  

Just put your mouse on a city anywhere in the world and the 
newspaper headlines pop up.  

Double click and the page gets larger... you can read the 
entire paper on some if you click on the right place. 

You can spend forever here. 
http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/flash/  

  
And, this site changes every day with the publication of new 

editions of the paper.  

Link submitted by  Vrej Sarafian 

http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/flash/
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APRIL 
 
Saturday 16 Commemoration of the 96th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide ï organized by the Armenian Genocide 

Commemorative Joint Committee under the auspices of Archbishop Aghan Baliozian. 

 Venue: Deakin University, Theatre 1, 221 Burwood Highway, Burwood. 

 Time: 7.30 p.m. sharp 

 Guest speaker:  Ms Donna Lee Frieze 

 

Monday 18 School Holiday Program for Kids 

  Venue: Glen Waverley Community Centre 

 

Saturday 23 Requiem Mass ï in memory of the Armenian Genocide 

  Venue: Armenian Church, Surrey Hills 

  Time: 6.30 p.m. 

 

Monday 25 Genocide Commemorative Evening ï organized by the Armenian Genocide Commemorative Joint Commit-
tee Program: Guest Speaker ï Mr Asadour Guzelian (from London) Screening of ñGermany & the Secret 

Genocideò 

 Venue: Glen Waverley Community Centre 

Time: 7.30 p.m. sharp 

Apology to our members:  Given the sheer number of potential attendees, to this weekday event, we will 

not be providing our traditional end of month meal.  We trust you appreciate the reason behind our decision. 

May  
Monday 30 End of month óMeal Nightô 

 Menu: our famous Spaghetti Marinara 

June  
Saturday 25 The original Seafood Night.  Always a winner 

 

Monday 27 End of month óMeal Nightô 

   Menu: our famous Falafel 
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Maral Tchorbadjian  

Business: 9842 1200  

Home: 9803 7321  

Gloria Hotakorzian  

Business: 9574 0388  

Home: 9570 6996  

Mob: 0422 915 453  

Berdj Tchakerian  

Home: 9899 2768  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dikran Artaner  

Home: 9560 2498  

Business: 9939 6207  

Mobile: 0401205657   

Yeran Kassardjian  

Home: 9706 2036  

Hovnan Torosoglu  

Mob: 0412 795 765  

Avedis Semerdjian  

Home: 9795 7417  

 

Melbourne Armenian 

AGBU VOICE   HAYOTS ASHKHARH   

3CR SBS 
  

3ZZZ 
855 AM 93.1 FM 97.1 FM 92.3 FM 
Thursday 

8.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Wednesday 

8.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Friday 

12 noon to 1.00 pm 

Sunday 

9.00 pm - midnight 

Monday  Special Armenian Program 

7.00-8.00am 

Wednesday  

7.00-8.00am 

1.00-2.00pm Kantsatsar 

Sunday  Azadamard 

5.00-6.00 pm 

    

 

Armenian Quiz 

RELIGION (Part 1)  

1. Name the apostles that brought Christianity into 
Armenia . 

2. What do we call Thaddeus and Bartholomew? 

3. When did Armenia adopt Christianity as her state 
religion and who was the King? 

4. Was Armenia the first nation to adopt Christianity 
as her state religion? 

5. Who was the first Catholicos of the Armenians? 

6. What is the name of the first Armenian Church built 
in Armenia ? 

7. Why did St. Gregory build the church? 

8. What year was the Cathedral of Etchmiadzin built? 

9. What does "Etchmiadzin" mean? 

10. Does the Cathedral of Etchmiadzin still exist and 
what is its significance to Armenians? 

Answers on page 5 
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Answers to Armenian Religion Quiz (Part 1) 
 

 

Qnrr R`lornmôr @rrhfmldms 

 
Michael Sampsonõs (nee Doreen Tchakerianôs hubby!) son, Ross, as part of his Year 10 school assignment, was requested to do 12 
hours of community work in any chosen field.  It was suggested to him that he might wish to consider doing some volunteer work with the 
AGBU Melbourne Chapter, e.g. basketball coaching or any other project/activity.   
Of course we couldnôt allow such an opportunity to go by.  Volunteers are the crux of a charitable organisation and inspiring & moulding 
future members is essential for an organisation to grow.   Ross was appointed as one of hard workers at the Flavours of Oakleigh festival 
on 20 March 2011 (more about that below) and proved to be an integral part of the team.  He served in many capacities on the day ï from 
setting up, to cooking, to serving.  He was a delight to have amongst us.   

Thank you Ross and good luck at school and your chosen field. 

 

Flavours or Oakleigh Community Festival 

Sunday, March 20 

 
It is always gratifying to represent our culture and heritage to the wider community.  Itôs not always possible to highlight our 
rich and diverse history, music, dance & language.  Sometimes we need to showcase the simple things in life such as our 
cuisine.  Through the growth of the food industry, restaurants, cooking programs on TV, the teaching of diet & cooking in 
schools and much more, we have become mega-aware of our palates. To that end, when an opportunity arises to present 

Armenian cuisine to the community, we embrace the challenge. 

For a number of years now, we have been fortunate to participate in the City of Monashôs Oakleigh Festival.  Mind you, the 
process is laborious.  You need to ójump through hoopsô to pass the strict guidelines and adhere to a multitude of Health 

Department requirements.  Regardless, we think itôs worth it.   

We have become a familiar stall at the festival and attract repeat customers from years gone by.  Whilst we may only be 

serving food, we always use the opportunity to give our heritage a plug and enjoy in sharing our culture with our clientele.  

This year we applied for and were successful in being granted a double space which made the on-site preparations far easier.  

As you can appreciate, there is a lot of preparation in the background and having a 3 x 3 space can be a bit restrictive.   

Apart from our own hard working committee members, we are very grateful for the band of volunteers who so willingly gave 
up their Sunday to help.  Remembering that we set up at 8.30 a.m. and are not allowed to vacate our site until well after 6.00 
p.m. you appreciate the need for extra hands!  Our special thanks to our own committee members and special EXTRA help 

from volunteers Annie Adilian and Arto Oznishanian.  Your generous donation of time and energy are very valued. 

Gloria Hotakorzian 

1. The apostles who brought Christianity into Armenia were Thaddeus and Bartholomew. 

2. Thaddeus and Bartholomew are called the first illuminators. 

3. In 301 AD, Armenia adopted Christianity as her state religion and Durtad was the King. 

4. Yes, Armenia was the first nation to adopt Christianity as its state religion. 

5. St. Gregory the Illuminator was the first Catholicos of the Armenians. 

6. Holy Etchmiadzin is the name of the first Armenian Church built in Armenia 

7. St. Gregory had a vision of Christ descending to that spot upon which the first Armenian Church was built. 

8. The cathedral of Etchmiadzin was built in 303 A.D. 

9. The meaning of "Etchmiadzin" is "The descent of the only begotten Son." 

10. Yes, the Cathedral of Etchmiadzin still exists in Armenia , and it is the religious and spiritual centre for all 

Armenians. 
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Ever since I was a child, I've always had a fear of 
someone under my bed at night. So I went to a 

shrink and told him: 

ôIôve got problems. Every time I go to bed I think 
thereôs somebody under it. Iôm scared. I think Iôm 

going crazy.ô 

ôJust put yourself in my hands for one year,ô said the 
shrink. óCome talk to me three times a week and we 

should be able to get rid of those fears.ô 

ôHow much do you charge?ô ôEighty dollars per visit,ô 

replied the doctor. ôIôll sleep on it,ô I said. 

Six months later the doctor met me on the street. 
óWhy didnôt you come to see me about those fears 

you were having?ô he asked. 

ôWell, eighty bucks a visit three times a week for a 
year is an awful lot of money! A bartender cured me 
for $10. I was so happy to have saved all that money 

that I went and bought me a new pickup!ô 

ôIs that so?ô With a bit of an attitude he said, óand 

how, may I ask, did a bartender cure you?ô 

ôHe told me to cut the legs off the bed! ï ainôt nobody 

under there now!!!ô 

Submitted by: Vrej Sarafian 

¶ The skeleton of a 70kg body weighs about 13kg 

¶ Hair grows slowest at night 

¶ The garfish has no bones 

¶ Your body makes a new lining for your stomach, every 3 days 

¶ 48 teaspoons make up one cup 

¶ The skin of baby mice is so transparent that you can see the 

milk flowing into them as they suckle. 

Extremely spooky 

This year we will experience 4 unusual dates: 

1/1/11 

11/1/11 

1/11/11 

11/11/11  

Now, go figure this out:   

Take the last 2 digits of the year you were born + the age you 

will be this year and it WILL EQUAL: 111  

Now that is creepy!!  

Submitted by: Diana Tchakerian 

Saroukhanõs  
Corner 

S0si







http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=7375897927147969009


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtZpGHUTBjg&feature=player_embedded#at=26
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHXRvUjDj1U&feature=player_embedded




http://www.armenianlife.com/2011/03/02/uaf-ships-31-million-in-aid-to-armenia/













