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ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION (AGBU)  

What is the fascination with online shopping?  Are we that busy that we canôt take some time off to go to 

the local shops?  Do we realize that we are slowly killing the economy?   

I am sure all of you know of people close to you who either work in retail, own retail stores or are in 
manufacture of some sort.  Just imagine é every time you shop online or on EBay what you are doing is 
sealing their ultimate fate.  These industries and stores cannot survive and nor can they sustain to 

employ their staff if people constantly buy off the internet. 

But I donôt think itôs anything to do with ótime savingô.  Itôs this amazing obsession with getting óa good 
dealô.  People seem to have unrealistic expectations in the retail world.  They want the best but they want 
it at the cheapest price.  Come on é be realistic.  Quality comes at a price.  As the colloquial saying 

goes é ñThereôs no such thing as a free lunchò.   

If you want to drive a Mercedes, you canôt expect to pay the price of a Daewoo for it.  Yes occasionally 
we chance on a really good and genuine offer ï the stock might be superseded, it might be slightly 
damaged, the business may be closing and have to sell off their stock é but as a rule everything in life is 
ñyou get what you pay forò.  You canôt expect ómelt in the mouthô eye fillet steak for the price of a BBQ 

chop!   

GFC!  Weôve all heard about.  Weôre all experiencing it in some shape or form and I am sure we will all 
get through it.   
 
Are the consumers idiots?  Surely not.  Do they really believe that there is really something out there 
such as buy one get one free?  Stop and think about it for a minute.  Donôt you think that they hike up the 
price of #1 item to absorb the loss of giving #2 item away for nothing?  Do the maths!!!  Nobody stays in 

business giving things away. 

It reminds me of some of the mythical Myer sales.  They are famous for making óspecial purchasesô of 
product that is VERY CHEAP and advertising it as a super special when in fact it is cheap product at a 

cheap price ï not a good product at a reduced price é but we consumers get sucked in every time.   

Instead of chasing the dollar, shop wisely, keep the dollar IN AUSTRALIA, do your research, check out 
which stores are overseas owned, avoid lining their pockets and ultimately I figure that when the dollar 
stays here, Australians are employed, local industry grows and we flourish alongside.   

editorial  

Your Feedback Box 

Nor Tsayn is eager to hear your feedback on the contents of our articles so far and should you have any 
suggestions for inclusion in the quarterly newsletter, please do not hesitate to pass on your ideas to:  
agbumelb@optusnet.com.au  or by post to: PO Box 775,Glen Waverley Vic 3150 

mailto:agbumelb@optusnet.com.au
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nubar apakian 

 Honorary Life Member, Mr Nubar Apakian 

passed away on 22 December 2010.   

Nubar was a vibrant pillar of our 

community for many many years.  

  Apart from the very visible 

contribution of the murals on our 

Church walls, his magnificent works 

of art grace many an Armenian 

home.  Nubar was part of an era when 

our community was young and he 

played a significant role in 

organising events and fundraisers 

that kept our new Australian 

Armenians together.  His get-togethers 

gave a chance for our youth to meet 

each other and forge friendships and 

many a marriage.  He also established 

the Agnotz monthly newsletter, which 

was innovative, entertaining and 

most creative.   

AGBU extend their respects to his 

family and assure them that Nubar 

will always be remembered fondly. 

AGBU Committee 

 

Engagement 
 
Sayat Cubukcu & Melissa Gileno.  

Congratulations to the young couple 

and Sayatõs parents, Sahin & 

Verjin  

 

Births 
 
Susan (nee Kassardjian) and husband 
Joe welcome baby Thomas.  

Congratulations to the proud 

parents and the very proud 

grandmother, Yeran  

 

Get Well Soon 

 

¶ Sylvia Parseghian ï following a 

recent illness & short hospital stay 

¶ Yeran Kassardjian ï following a bout 

of illness & treatment  

¶ Mr Thang Pham - following a recent illness 

¶ Emily Keoylianðfollowing an injury 

Sincere wishes to all for speedy recovery  

 

RIP 
 

¶ Mr George Gaidzkar  

Our sincerest sympathies to Mrs 

Aida Gaidzkar and her family 

¶ Mr Nubar Apakian  
Our heartfelt sympathies are extended to his 

brothers, Nourhan, Zaven & Vahe and their 

respective families  

VALE  



Nor Tsayn January 2011 ï Page3 

 

AGBU 

Monday Social Nights in 2011 

 February  

 

28/02/11 F 

March  

21/3/11  

28/3/11 F 

April  

18/4/11  

25/4/11 F 

May  

16/5/11  

30/5/11 F 

June  

20/6/11  

27/6/11 F 

July  

18/7/11  

25/7/11 F 

August  

15/8/11  

29/8/11  F 

September  

19/9/11  

26/9/11 F 

October  

17/10/11  

31/10/11 F 

November  

21/11/11  

28/11/11 F 

December  

F: Food available    

Below is the agenda of Monday night at the Gen Waverley Community Centre.  The dates marked with an òFó (which 

happen to be the last Monday of the month) are our traditional meal nights.  When possible, we will attempt to advise 

of the proposed menu  

Below are some indicative dates of proposed functions for 2011.  Of course there will be a lot more activity but we 
are yet to meet as a Committee for this new year.  Once we have, we will set an Agenda for the year and advise you 

accordingly. 

Monday 28/3/2011 Hall 2  Film on The Louvre 

Monday 25/4/2011 Hall 2  Film on The Armenian Genocide (new release) 

Saturday 25/6/2011   Function Night ð details will be made available soon 

Saturday 19/11/2011   Annual Presentation & Thank you Night   
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Maral Tchorbadjian  

Business: 9842 1200  

Home: 9803 7321  

Gloria Hotakorzian  

Business: 9574 0388  

Home: 9570 6996  

Mob: 0422 915 453  

Berdj Tchakerian  

Home: 9899 2768  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dikran Artaner  

Home: 9560 2498  

Business: 9939 6207  

Mobile: 0401205657   

Yeran Kassardjian  

Home: 9706 2036  

Hovnan Torosoglu  

Mob: 0412 795 765  

Avedis Semerdjian  

Home: 9795 7417  

 

Melbourne Armenian Radio Program  

AGBU VOICE   HAYOTS ASHKHARH   

3CR SBS 
  

3ZZZ 
855 AM 93.1 FM 97.1 FM 92.3 FM 
Thursday 

8.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Wednesday 

8.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Friday 

12 noon to 1.00 pm 

Sunday 

9.00 pm - midnight 

Monday  Special Armenian Program 

7.00-8.00am 

Wednesday  

7.00-8.00am 

1.00-2.00pm Kantsatsar 

Sunday  Azadamard 

5.00-6.00 pm 

    

 

Armenian Quiz 

In the next four issues for 2011, Nor Tsayn will feature a short Quiz 
related to your knowledge of Armenia.  The topics will be 

Geography, Religion, Arts & Culture and History & Heroes.  We will 
feature the questions on one page and the answers on another.  

Whilst most of these may be things you know, it will still tease your 
brain and introduce the children to some facts and figures about us 

and our heritage. 

(information forwarded to us courtesy of Mr Nourhan Apakian) 

Geography   
1. On what mountain did Noah's Ark come to rest?  

2. How many summits does Mount Ararat have and what are their 

names? 

3. What is the capital city of Modern Armenia ? 

4. Can we see Mount Ararat from Yerevan ? 

5. How old is the city of Yerevan compared to Babylon and Rome ? 

6. Name the borders of Armenia . 

7. Name 5 major Armenian Cities. 

8. Name 5 major products that come from Armenia today. 

9. Name and describe the famous stone that is internationally 

known and used for buildings, and found only in Armenia. 

 
Answers on Page 16 

QUOTABLE QUOTES  

òTry not to become a man of success but a man of 
value.ó-  Albert Einstein (14 March, 1879 ï 18 April, 1955), 
German theoretical physicist  

(Sent to us by Diana Tchakerian) 
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An article on Armenia written by Teresa Levonian Cole has 
appeared in the prestigious Financial Times (London) of 30 
October 2010.  The article, is a full-page travel piece describing 
Armeniaôs historic treasures during a 12-day tour; it includes a 
picture of Mt Ararat towering over the monastery of Khor Virab in 

the foreground. 

The writer was part of an organized tour group travelling from 
London to Armenia.  It is written to highlight the newly growing 
tourism industry in Armenia aimed at promoting Armeniaôs 
treasures to a wider tourism market.  The writer notes that earlier 
in October 2010, the worldôs longest cable car route had opened in 
Armenia, linking the monastery of Datev with the village of Halitzor 

almost 1000 feet below in the ravine of Vorotan. 

The cableway is over 5.7kms long and the cable is able to carry 25 
passengers at a time from the gorge below to the Datev monastery 

in 11 minutes instead of the previous 1-hour long tortuous journey. 

The building was a project undertaken by a Swiss-Austrian firm at 
a cost of  ú13million and is part of larger plan to provide tourism 
facilities in the surrounding area.  The writer also notes that these 
developments are themselves part of a greater occurrence of 
infrastructure development in Armenia as new and improved 
roads, hotels and service facilities are being undertaken aimed at 

attracting greater tourism to Armenia. 

Given the target audience of its readership, Levonian Cole goes on 
to describe the geography of Armenia and significant stages in its 
history including the fact that Armenia was the first nation in the 
word to adopt Christianity in 301AD.  She weaves a lot of history in 
the retelling of the story of St Gregory the Illuminatorôs 
incarceration in Khor Virab and his role in the conversion of King 
Trdat III and Armenia to Christianity as well as the building of the 
Church of Holy Etchmiadzin.   In describing the location of Khor 
Virab with its backdrop of Mount Ararat ï itself a supreme symbol 
of Armenia, the writer alludes to the geographic partition by saying 

that it was a gift by Lenin to Ataturk in 1921. 

Descriptions of the wonders of the famous Geghard monastery 
and a visit to the Temple of  Garni, the writer interweaves details of 
the meals they eat, interactions with local street vendors of  
soujuk, apricot lavash and so on while being serenaded by the 
local musos playing the duduk and zurna ï all of which add local 

colour to the details of the historic sites they visit.  

www.kudutravel.com; www.armeinainfo.am 

B Mansourian 

 

Thank you to Ms Berdjouhi Mansourian who was kind 

enough to summarise an article, listed below, that appeared 

in the Financial Times recently  

Did you hear the 

News? Dromana  has 

been invaded by 

Well é. perhaps thatôs a slight embellishment of 
the truth but if youôd been present on the Dromana 
Foreshore on Sunday 23 January, youôd be 
excused for thinking just that! 
 
Some 150 people joined us for the best charcoal 
chicken on the peninsula (or so weôve been told), 
scrumptious chips and absolutely delicious home-
made salads that had people asking for the recipe 
and the cooksô names.    
 
Some chilled champagne and OJ to start the day, 
followed by an óall you can eatô lunch, lots of 
sunshine, sand and heaps of frolicking in the water 
was a sure fire way to ensure success.  Following 
lunch and a short break of relaxing and socializing 
under the shade of the many trees, we were treated 
to some sweets and Armenian coffee.  A great end 
to a great day. 
 
Had the weather not been as favourable, we had a 
variety of games organized for the children.  
However, with the weather being so perfect, we 
couldnôt draw the children away from the water! 
 
When we first launched the annual Dromana picnic 
we used to have about 50 or so people.  The 
number has slowly grown as has its popularity.  We 
will try to order an equally nice day, weather-wise, 
for our next yearôs one.  Hereôs to then! 
 
Thank you to the many helpers and our guests who 
made the day a memorable one.  A special thank 
you to Hovig Chahinian who, every year, without 
fail, arrives at óthe siteô at approximately 7 a.m. thus 
ensuring that the invasion has the required number 
of tables and space.   

Gloria Hotakorzian 

http://www.kudutravel.com
http://www.armeinainfo.am
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New Yearõs Eve 2010 

This is bizarre ! 
¶ Did you know that the word "race car" spelled backward 

still spells "race car"? 
¶ Did you know that "eat" is the only word that if you take 

the 1st letter and move it to the last, it spells its past 
tense "ate"? 

Forwarded to us courtesy of  ð Mrs Diana Tchakerian 

é.. and added to by member Mr Jirair Sissian 

¶ Did you know that " race fast safe car " spelled backward 
is the same? 

é.. and added to by member Berta Mansourian 

¶ Madam I'm Adam 
Berta enlightened us  that in the English language this 

phenomenon is known as a 'palindromeõ  

Saroukhanõs  
Corner 

Some 100 people brought in the good spirits of 
2011 together on December 31, 2010.  We were 
appreciative to have complimentary access to our 
Church Hall in Surrey Hills where we transformed 
the Hall into a venue to cater for our guests in a 
most hospitable manner.  A sea of red, green and 
gold balloons, a beautiful Xmas tree in the corner, 
tables laden with good food and plenty to drink is 

what met our gracious guests. 

Santa made a flying visit and brought many smiles 
to the faces of the children.  The music pumped all 

night and the dance floor was seldom free. 

We thank the guests who supported us and look 

forward to seeing you at our 2011 functions  

Members Nourhan Apakian and Yeran Kassardjian have 
brought our attention to a most interesting article (site/link below) 

regarding an amazing discovery ï in a cavern in Armenia, it 
appears that archeologists have unearthed what they believe is 
the worldôs oldest known winery with wine making equipment 

dating back 6, 100 years!   

http://edition.cnn.com/2011/LIVING/01/12/oldest.winery/
index.html?hpt=C2  

Our stars shine in Sydney  

in ôMeg Erig Yergu Gnig  

performed to a captive audience   

Following our great success earlier in 2010, AGBU Sydney 
Chapter invited the Hagop Baronian Theatre Group to 

perform the same play for their community.   

Though Initially a little bit slower in reaction time to our 
Melbourne audience, within 10 minutes, we had the audience 

in stitches!!   

We were received in a most hospitable fashion and treated to 
generosity and kindness and were thrilled to receive a 
commemorative trophy marking this occasion.  We trust that 
the sharing of such events will become more of a norm rather 

than a rarity.   

We look forward to being equally gracious hosts when the 
Noubar Gharibian Theatre Group (NSW) next visits our sunny 

shores. 

http://edition.cnn.com/2011/LIVING/01/12/oldest.winery/index.html?hpt=C2
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/LIVING/01/12/oldest.winery/index.html?hpt=C2

